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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakazawa et 
al (U.S. 2002/0046050) and further in view of Sasaki et al (U.S. 6,298,374). 

1 . As per claim 1 Nakazawa disclosed a control method for a network system to which a plurality 
of information processing systems are connected, comprising the steps of: photographing a part 
of a virtual space shared by the plurality of information processing systems by one of the 
information processing systems (Page. 2, Paragraph. 0039); transmitting information of 
photographing or having photographed to the other information processing systems (Page. 4, 
Paragraph. 0085). 

However Nakazawa did not disclose in detail executing a photographing effect when 
photographed. 

In the same field of endeavor Sasaki disclosed, "The user A who moved to a user terminal 
apparatus joining a virtual space B is photographed by the camera 3 together with a user D who 
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is present at this physical position, and an image of substitutes created from a picture of both is 
displayed (Col. 8, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have incorporated The user A who moved to a user terminal apparatus joining a 
virtual space B is photographed by the camera 3 together with a user D who is present at this 
physical position, and an image of substitutes created from a picture of both is displayed as 
taught by Sasaki in the method and system of Nakazawa to improve accounting capability that 
resulted in reduce cost. 

2. As per claim 2 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed further comprising the step of: specifying an 
object for said one information processing system to photograph, the information of having 
photographed including information of the specified object (Nakazawa, Page. 3, Paragraph. 
0070), the information processing system alone associated with the specified object of said other 
information processing systems executing the photographing effect (Sasaki, col. 8, lines 1-5). 

3. As per claim 3 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed further comprising the step of: specifying a 
character for said one information processing system to photograph, the information of 
photographing being transmitted to the information processing system associated with the 
specified character (Nakazawa, Page. 2, Paragraph. 0039), said one information processing 
system photographing the character when the character takes a prescribed pose toward 
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photographing means used by said one information processing system (Nakazawa, Page. 3, 
Paragraph. 0074). 

4. As per claim 4 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed further comprising the step of: specifying a 
character for said one information processing system to photograph, the information of 
photographing being transmitted to the information processing system associated with the 
specified object (Nakazawa, Page. 3, Paragraph. 0070), said one information processing system 
photographing said object after receiving from the information processing system associated 
with the object information of permitting photographing (Nakazawa, Page. 3, Paragraph. 0080). 

5. As per claim 5 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed further comprising the steps of: counting 
times of the respective information processing systems being photographed, and executing 
events which are different depending on times of the respective information processing systems 
being photographed (Nakazawa, Page. 3, Paragraph. 0081). 

6. As per claims 6,9 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed A control method for a network system to 
which a plurality of information processing systems are connected, comprising the steps of: 
photographing by one information processing system a part of a virtual space shared by said 
plurality of information processing systems (Nakazawa, Page. 2, Paragraph. 0039), and 
executing a photographing effect at least one of said plurality of information processing systems, 
the photographing effect spontaneously visibly lighting the part of the virtual space (Sasaki, Col. 
8, lines 1-5). 
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7. As per claims 7,26-29 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed A control method for a network 
system to which a plurality of information processing systems are connected, comprising the 
steps of: photographing by one information processing system a part of a virtual space shared by 
said plurality of information processing systems (Nakazawa, Page. 2, Paragraph. 0004), and 
producing an image photographed by said one information processing system, an image which is 
invisible in the virtual space viewed by said one information processing system being included in 
the photographed image (Sasaki, col. 4, lines 29-41). 

8. As per claim 8 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed wherein said invisible image is a copyright 
indication ((Nakazawa, Page. 6, Paragraph. 0108). 

9. As per claims 10-17 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed wherein until a prescribed period of time 
passes from the previous photographing operation, photographing is impossible, or the 
information of permitting photographing is not transmitted; and "no photographing" indication is 
made in the information processing system which is to photograph (Nakazawa, Page. 6, 
Paragraph. 0110). 

10. As per claims 18-25 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed wherein upon photographing, said one 
information processing system stores information of a photograph image (Nakazawa, Page. 6, 
Paragraph. 0110). 
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11. As per claims 30-33 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed an information storage medium for 
storing the program for executing one step of the method (Nakazawa, Page. 3, Paragraph. 0080). 

12. As per claims 34-37 Nakazawa-Sasaki disclosed an electronic device for executing one 
step of the method (Sasaki, col. 4, lines 29-41). 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (571)-272-3885. 

14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday during normal business 
hours. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)-272-3949. The fax for this group is 
(703)-746-7239. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for un published 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see htt p ://pair-direct. uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866)-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 



/Adnan M Mirza/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2445 

/Larry D Donaghue/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



